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(57) Abstract :

A biodegradable packaging material comprising an expanded high amylose starch product having a minimum amylose content of at least 45% by
weight, said expanded product has a low density, closed cell structure with excellent resilience and compressibility. Extruding a starch that has an
amylose content of at least 45% by weight in the presence of a total moisture content that is 21% or less by weight while the temperature is between
150 and 250 degrees Celsius is one method that can be used to prepare a low density, biodegradable packaging material. This method is provided by
another embodiment of the invention.
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