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(57) Abstract :

Abstract Parents and caregivers often have concerns about their child™s tolerance of dental appointments. Paedodontists should
recognize that each child is unique and may need extra care to feel comfortable. Even with extensive technological advancements in
the field of dentistry, effective communication between a child and the Pedodontist during the dental therapeutic procedure depends
largely on the hand gestures of a willing patient. Intra-operatively the ability of a child to verbally communicate is restricted by the use
of rubber dam during endodontic therapy (Root Canal Treatement), matrices and retainers during restorative (tooth filling) procedures.
The very presence of the skillful hands of the Pedodontist busily executing treatment plan in the mouth will make it difficult-for the
child patient to talk and communicate during the treatment. Deaf and mute patients in particular often fail to obtain needed dental care
because of communication difficulties experienced during the treatment situation.Fear and anxiety associated with dental treatment are
well recognized factors and have a negative impact on patient™s willingness to get dental treatment. Inability to effectively
communicate with the dentist during the procedure adds to the child™s already existing fear and anxiety. To bridge this inevitable gap
of communication, Audio Sensory Feedback Interface device (AuSFIn)has been developed, which pre-records the messages that are
customizable to any of the treatment procedure. During the treatment, the child patient can effectively communicate through these
prerecorded messages with the dentist, just by pressing the appropriate button. Also by incorporating all the electronics inside a soft
toy, an attempt is made to make this device attractive and friendly to children.
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